
From: Kowalkowski, Michael J - DNR
To: Scherf, Rebecca
Subject: Easement matter
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Please forward as appropriate, thank you!

________________________________________________________________________________

Microsoft Teams Need help? <https://aka.ms/JoinTeamsMeeting?omkt=en-US>  

Join the meeting now <https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-
join/19%3ameeting_YTU4MzczMzItMWFkYi00NDg2LWE4OWItMWVjOTgwNmFkZTE5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22f4e2d11c-fae4-453b-
b6c0-2964663779aa%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%226f9af2c4-2f7d-4151-9861-2e2e0ca108e4%22%7d>  

Meeting ID: 274 733 082 307 

Passcode: j8xhvk 

________________________________

Dial in by phone 

+1 608-571-2209,,735680936# <tel:+16085712209,,735680936>  United States, Madison 

Find a local number <https://dialin.teams.microsoft.com/5d4d9c0b-3a97-4661-b2eb-768ed6a90841?id=735680936>  

Phone conference ID: 735 680 936# 

Join on a video conferencing device 

Tenant key: stateofwisconsin@m.webex.com 

Video ID: 112 630 495 4 

More info <https://www.webex.com/msteams?confid=1126304954&tenantkey=stateofwisconsin&domain=m.webex.com>  

For organizers: Meeting options <https://teams.microsoft.com/meetingOptions/?organizerId=6f9af2c4-2f7d-4151-9861-2e2e0ca108e4&tenantId=f4e2d11c-fae4-453b-
b6c0-2964663779aa&threadId=19_meeting_YTU4MzczMzItMWFkYi00NDg2LWE4OWItMWVjOTgwNmFkZTE5@thread.v2&messageId=0&language=en-US>  |
Reset dial-in PIN <https://dialin.teams.microsoft.com/usp/pstnconferencing>  

________________________________________________________________________________

 

 

_____________________________________________
From: Scherf, Rebecca <scherfr@superiorwi.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, September 5, 2024 2:41 PM
To: Kowalkowski, Michael J - DNR <Michael.Kowalkowski@wisconsin.gov>
Subject: RE: Easement matter

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the organization. 
Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 

Thank you for your quick response. Let’s go with Tuesday at 10AM. Will you be sending a virtual link or would you like me to? 

 

 

Rebecca Scherf

Chief of Staff to the Mayor 

City of Superior

1316 N. 14th Street

Superior, WI 54880

scherfr@ci.superior.wi.us <mailto:scherfr@ci.superior.wi.us> 

Phone: 715-395-7480
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From: Kowalkowski, Michael J - DNR <Michael.Kowalkowski@wisconsin.gov <mailto:Michael.Kowalkowski@wisconsin.gov> > 
Sent: Thursday, September 5, 2024 2:39 PM
To: Scherf, Rebecca <scherfr@superiorwi.gov <mailto:scherfr@superiorwi.gov> >
Subject: RE: Easement matter

 

Hello Rebecca, 

 

I have decent availability next week as follows:

 

M: 10-2, T: 10-12, W: 1-3, Th: 10-12, F: 9-12

 

Please let me know if a time in one of these windows will work.  If not, let me know some preferred times and I will see if I can make arrangements to accommodate.

 

Thanks and regards, 

 

We are committed to service excellence.
Visit our survey at http://dnr.wi.gov/customersurvey <https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-
3A__dnr.wi.gov_customersurvey&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=1pfsUObKG31DeBuordd-KHkkS9lrFmJtHju1VU-
Qro4&m=uMPGlEjGm6IB5enMnFW1t-INy6SYSNHc5pwJw6OMRrokT7fk9-TRnuE3ziqew2O-&s=vEU-CZOr8vUh_CgDhJU5du3H0lx5NificRKUF-pEq64&e=>  to
evaluate how I did.

Michael Kowalkowski
Phone: (608) 287-8130
michael.kowalkowski@wisconsin.gov <mailto:michael.kowalkowski@wisconsin.gov> 

 

From: Scherf, Rebecca <scherfr@superiorwi.gov <mailto:scherfr@superiorwi.gov> > 
Sent: Thursday, September 5, 2024 1:49 PM
To: Kowalkowski, Michael J - DNR <Michael.Kowalkowski@wisconsin.gov <mailto:Michael.Kowalkowski@wisconsin.gov> >
Subject: RE: Easement matter

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the organization. 
Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 

Hello Attorney Kowalkowski, 

 

Do you have time next week for a meeting regarding the below easement with Mayor Paine and potentially Mr. Fred Paine who owns the mentioned property? 

 

Thank you, 

 

 

Rebecca Scherf

Chief of Staff to the Mayor 

City of Superior

1316 N. 14th Street

Superior, WI 54880

scherfr@ci.superior.wi.us <mailto:scherfr@ci.superior.wi.us> 

Phone: 715-395-7480

 

 

 

From: Kowalkowski, Michael J - DNR <Michael.Kowalkowski@wisconsin.gov <mailto:Michael.Kowalkowski@wisconsin.gov> > 
Sent: Monday, May 6, 2024 11:35 AM
To: Scherf, Rebecca <scherfr@superiorwi.gov <mailto:scherfr@superiorwi.gov> >
Cc: Herrick, Sarah K - DNR <Sarah.Herrick@wisconsin.gov <mailto:Sarah.Herrick@wisconsin.gov> >
Subject: RE: Easement matter



 

Hello Rebecca, 

 

Following up from my last message, DNR would look to the City to draft the Articles of Dedication with technical support from the Department.  As part of the process,
the Department would look to revise the boundary of the Natural Area to be consistent with the natural values to be protected by the dedication, as opposed to the
existing boundary.  Our ecologist visited the site early in the Spring so we are prepared to propose boundaries for the dedication.  As the City works on Articles, Sarah
Herrick will be the primary point of contact, and you may also be in touch with me if I can be of assistance.  

 

Regards,  

 

We are committed to service excellence.
Visit our survey at http://dnr.wi.gov/customersurvey <https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-
3A__dnr.wi.gov_customersurvey&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=1pfsUObKG31DeBuordd-KHkkS9lrFmJtHju1VU-
Qro4&m=dfc4E8TwcwQy_RTqqpkDawdNiuq75NBGiiIWZZzXNHvMJYht5rJPLdvT6CxP9uNZ&s=lXyinxqbWy417zuBrVSCVJl7VFU_JtrzqAb837CBddI&e=>  to
evaluate how I did.

Michael Kowalkowski
(608) 287-8130
michael.kowalkowski@wisconsin.gov <mailto:michael.kowalkowski@wisconsin.gov> 

 <https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__dnr.wi.gov_news_Weekly_Article_-3Fid-3D4741&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-
v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=1pfsUObKG31DeBuordd-KHkkS9lrFmJtHju1VU-
Qro4&m=dfc4E8TwcwQy_RTqqpkDawdNiuq75NBGiiIWZZzXNHvMJYht5rJPLdvT6CxP9uNZ&s=Q8Sen2pEcuVL8tF21TKWCHNDJQd8RN0HJDUMdn8uPSo&e=>

 

From: Kowalkowski, Michael J - DNR 
Sent: Friday, May 3, 2024 1:57 PM
To: Scherf, Rebecca <scherfr@superiorwi.gov <mailto:scherfr@superiorwi.gov> >
Subject: RE: Easement matter

 

Good afternoon Rebecca, 

 

Thank you for following up.  The Department looks forward to working with the City on the State Natural Areas dedication process.  I am attaching some information
about the dedication process and some recent examples of Articles of Dedication for your reference.  The process for DNR’s drafting of Articles for a non-DNR-owned
site is typically collaborative with the landowner, so I’ve reached out to our SNA program staff and managers to see what they envision for next steps and which staff
will be involved.  I expect to have further info within the next few days.  Has the City have identified people on your end to work with, or may I assist organizing any
City-DNR interaction through you?

 

Thanks and have a good weekend,  

 

We are committed to service excellence.
Visit our survey at http://dnr.wi.gov/customersurvey <https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-
3A__dnr.wi.gov_customersurvey&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=1pfsUObKG31DeBuordd-KHkkS9lrFmJtHju1VU-
Qro4&m=dfc4E8TwcwQy_RTqqpkDawdNiuq75NBGiiIWZZzXNHvMJYht5rJPLdvT6CxP9uNZ&s=lXyinxqbWy417zuBrVSCVJl7VFU_JtrzqAb837CBddI&e=>  to
evaluate how I did.

Michael Kowalkowski
(608) 287-8130
michael.kowalkowski@wisconsin.gov <mailto:michael.kowalkowski@wisconsin.gov> 

 <https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__dnr.wi.gov_news_Weekly_Article_-3Fid-3D4741&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-
v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=1pfsUObKG31DeBuordd-KHkkS9lrFmJtHju1VU-
Qro4&m=dfc4E8TwcwQy_RTqqpkDawdNiuq75NBGiiIWZZzXNHvMJYht5rJPLdvT6CxP9uNZ&s=Q8Sen2pEcuVL8tF21TKWCHNDJQd8RN0HJDUMdn8uPSo&e=>

 

From: Scherf, Rebecca <scherfr@superiorwi.gov <mailto:scherfr@superiorwi.gov> > 
Sent: Friday, May 3, 2024 12:18 PM
To: Kowalkowski, Michael J - DNR <Michael.Kowalkowski@wisconsin.gov <mailto:Michael.Kowalkowski@wisconsin.gov> >
Subject: RE: Easement matter

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the organization. 
Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 

Hello Attorney Kowalkowski, 

 

Just checking in on next steps of receiving the draft articles of dedication on the Paine easement. 



 

Thank you, 

 

 

Rebecca Scherf

Chief of Staff to the Mayor 

City of Superior

1316 N. 14th Street

Superior, WI 54880

scherfr@ci.superior.wi.us <mailto:scherfr@ci.superior.wi.us> 

Phone: 715-395-7480

 

 

 

From: Scherf, Rebecca 
Sent: Thursday, April 18, 2024 10:27 AM
To: Kowalkowski, Michael J - DNR <Michael.Kowalkowski@wisconsin.gov <mailto:Michael.Kowalkowski@wisconsin.gov> >
Subject: RE: Easement matter

 

Hello Attorney Kowalkowski, 

 

I apologize for the delay in our response. We are ready to move forward with the process you outlined below. Could you provide us with the draft articles of dedication?
We will then proceed with our legal and administrative reviews and move them for proper approvals. 

 

Thank you, 

 

 

Rebecca Scherf

Chief of Staff to the Mayor 

City of Superior

1316 N. 14th Street

Superior, WI 54880

scherfr@ci.superior.wi.us <mailto:scherfr@ci.superior.wi.us> 

Phone: 715-395-7480

 

 

 

From: Kowalkowski, Michael J - DNR <Michael.Kowalkowski@wisconsin.gov <mailto:Michael.Kowalkowski@wisconsin.gov> > 
Sent: Monday, February 12, 2024 4:15 PM
To: Mayor <Mayor@ci.superior.wi.us <mailto:Mayor@ci.superior.wi.us> >
Cc: Scherf, Rebecca <scherfr@ci.superior.wi.us <mailto:scherfr@ci.superior.wi.us> >
Subject: Easement matter

 

Hello Mayor Paine, 

 

Thank you for your diligence in pursuing resolution of the encroachment on the Department of Natural Resources’ easement encumbering property formerly owned by
the City of Superior adjacent to the St. Louis River.  I have conferred with my clients and can report that the Department would be prepared to resolve this matter as
follows:

 

 

The City of Superior would pursue dedication of the Dwight’s Point and Pokegema Wetlands State Natural Area.



 

The property owners would have the sunken barge removed from the bed of the river and properly disposed of at an upland location not encumbered by the Department’s
easement.  The property owner would remove any other structures within the retained easement area, including the pier and shed on the shore.  The property owners
would be required to comply with the retained easement and refrain from placing structures on or altering vegetation in the easement areas remaining.     Note, this
agreement would not prevent the property owners from placing a pier on the property to the south of the easement area.  

 

Upon completion of the dedication and completion of the property owner’s obligations, the Department would agree to release a portion of the easement encompassing
the developed homes, lawn areas, and driveways, as well as the hay field on the eastern side of the property.  The Department would retain the easement for 35 ft. width
of the shoreline portion adjacent to the homes as well as the easement area north of the homes and hayfield.  I have attached a visual representation for reference. 

 

 

In the interest of working with the City should the City opt to pursue dedication of the Natural Area, the Department will conduct a preliminary field evaluation of the
existing boundary this winter.  This step does not obligate the City to proceed, but does assist with moving the process along expediently by supplying information
necessary for the process.  The next step, which can begin at the City’s convenience, would be to work to draft articles of dedication to be recorded.  Once the City has
confirmed it is prepared to move forward with dedication, the Department can commit to engaging with the City on the articles of dedication as desired, and further as
the proposal moves through the process.  When the City is ready I would be happy to connect your staff to the appropriate department staff.  

 

Please let me know if I can provide additional information or if you would like to discuss.  I suggest we check in in two weeks to determine whether we have a path
forward.         

 

Regards, 

 

We are committed to service excellence.
Visit our survey at http://dnr.wi.gov/customersurvey <https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-
3A__dnr.wi.gov_customersurvey&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=m-
jOE2saj_IyDeKnZ8zeF75NEkpa8REBNQvowPuOTv0&m=tst0lwsVq7o1jcOSIsCCBNwcImEyQXJhxQPJOlG4YCn0ru5RCzAt-
eKgUcwQM8Ud&s=JO42Wkv6ljCt5uy6ar3GQmGpE2qF4eJYG3E9HtNbyig&e=>  to evaluate how I did.

Michael Kowalkowski
Staff Attorney
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
Phone: (608) 287-8130
michael.kowalkowski@wisconsin.gov <mailto:michael.kowalkowski@wisconsin.gov> 

 <https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__dnr.wi.gov_&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=m-
jOE2saj_IyDeKnZ8zeF75NEkpa8REBNQvowPuOTv0&m=tst0lwsVq7o1jcOSIsCCBNwcImEyQXJhxQPJOlG4YCn0ru5RCzAt-eKgUcwQM8Ud&s=Xq27ma-
DpdNjB-pahz85g63YisIXIdgKgYzNqcQEcN4&e=>  dnr.wi.gov
 <https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__facebook.com_WIDNR&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=m-
jOE2saj_IyDeKnZ8zeF75NEkpa8REBNQvowPuOTv0&m=tst0lwsVq7o1jcOSIsCCBNwcImEyQXJhxQPJOlG4YCn0ru5RCzAt-
eKgUcwQM8Ud&s=nEIv7LRd6i6dhAe0e8yqvUN681PQJYiMVpxqP4JUnVo&e=>   <https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-
3A__twitter.com_WDNR&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=m-
jOE2saj_IyDeKnZ8zeF75NEkpa8REBNQvowPuOTv0&m=tst0lwsVq7o1jcOSIsCCBNwcImEyQXJhxQPJOlG4YCn0ru5RCzAt-
eKgUcwQM8Ud&s=lhjHPGTh3Ww96f2F8eVyhJCyCx3nM1so1LE93eK5BwA&e=>   <https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-
3A__www.youtube.com_user_WIDNRTV&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=m-
jOE2saj_IyDeKnZ8zeF75NEkpa8REBNQvowPuOTv0&m=tst0lwsVq7o1jcOSIsCCBNwcImEyQXJhxQPJOlG4YCn0ru5RCzAt-
eKgUcwQM8Ud&s=Fa_8qawP9dnWhqU9LHogYQHXEyUazzGeSQ04FNWz31s&e=>   <https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-
3A__public.govdelivery.com_accounts_WIDNR_subscriber_new&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=m-
jOE2saj_IyDeKnZ8zeF75NEkpa8REBNQvowPuOTv0&m=tst0lwsVq7o1jcOSIsCCBNwcImEyQXJhxQPJOlG4YCn0ru5RCzAt-
eKgUcwQM8Ud&s=bE_RKP_y9YT5q3CXNZyXMxIjMplJ_N05nX-PIT98vos&e=> 
 <https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__dnr.wi.gov_news_Weekly_Article_-3Fid-3D4741&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-
v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=m-jOE2saj_IyDeKnZ8zeF75NEkpa8REBNQvowPuOTv0&m=tst0lwsVq7o1jcOSIsCCBNwcImEyQXJhxQPJOlG4YCn0ru5RCzAt-
eKgUcwQM8Ud&s=4F_KvWYcks5BjiQ5kWidRWItLddzOWX0Xudf_Kszmps&e=> 

 


